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4: Board meeting, Royal Oak
11: Member Meeting, Royal Oak
19: Winter British Knights, Farmington
20: First Day of Spring (Yipee!)

The Second Annual DTSC Pinewoode Derby held on Sunday, February 9th once
again proved to be a popular event with 32 cars entered by 25 different individuals, in
four different classes. Another dozen or so fans and spectators also attended to join in
on the excitement and fun. Pinewood “classics” from an earlier childhood, “family”
projects, last year’s entry “refreshed” for this event, or a brand new racer, members again
showcased their creativity and technical abilities, only on a smaller scale than usual!
As with any contest there are rules and specifications that must be met and resident
Club technical expert, Dan Campana, assisted by Jeff Meyer, volunteered to do this
vehicle “scrutineering” prior to racing. Although one of the more mundane race day
activities, it is one of the most important activities in trying to create a level playing field
for all. Just observing as several of the more competitive types (who shall remain nameless) weighed and reweighed their car on the “official scale” and made last minute adjustments to ensure every last bit of the five ounce maximum weight was utilized was worth
the price of admission. However, as several would find out in the numerous heats that
make up the total event (including yours truly,) if a wheel quits turning freely or gets
out of alignment during the competition, the car can weigh five pounds and the performance will be greatly reduced! You may be in competition for the Try, Try Again Award
but you probably won’t be in the running for the Division’s fastest!
With Dan and Jeff also acting as ‘starters’ and Hermann Schaller volunteering as
the ‘finish line judge,’ event co-organizer Brian Sims called the first two contestants
to the starting line and we were off and racing! Down, down the track they sped
Continued on page 6
Above: Bob Mynek eyeballs the precise alignment as he carefully places his beautiful Lotus
23 on the track during the Pinewoode Derby at the Royal Canadian Legion last month.
.
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Being a member of DTSC is fun, owning a Triumph is optional, you can drive whatever you want. Just send your dues of $30 to our
membership chair, Dave Jonker, 22609 Carolina, St. Clair Shores, MI 48080. Your dues help cover the costs associated with this newsletter.
Talk to any club member and join today!
All members are welcome and encouraged to attend board meetings and regular meetings.
Regular membership meetings of the Detroit Triumph Sportscar Club are held on the second Tuesday of each month. Board meetings are
held on the first Tuesday of each month. All meetings begin at 8:00pm at the Royal Canadian Legion, Post 84, 1005 East 11 Mile Road, Royal
Oak, Michigan. Please see map above for location details.
Triumph Review is the official publication of the Detroit Triumph Sportscar Club and is published monthly for club members and editors of
other British car clubs in the United States and Canada on a reciprocal basis. The electronic version is available on the first of each month,
the printed copy is mailed to arrive before the member meeting of each month. The editor requests your contribution or submission be
made either electronically or in writing by the 20th of the month preceding publication. Classified advertisements are free to members. Mail
written materials to DTSC, Newsletter Editor, 1363 East Fisher Freeway, Suite 8, Detroit, MI 48207; electronic submissions should be emailed
to review@detroittriumph.org. I will try to make it as easy as possible to get your submission published. Opinions expressed are those of the
individual authors and not necessarily those of the club as a whole.
Please visit our website: www.detroittriumph.org.
Ideas for articles relating to club activities or of general interest to Triumph and other British car owners are welcome!
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EVENTS CALENDAR
MARCH

APRIL

4, Tuesday
11, Tuesday
19, Wednesday
1, Tuesday
8, Tuesday
NEW! 12, Saturday
16, Wednesday

MAY

JUNE

JULY

3, Saturday
4, Sunday
6, Tuesday
13, Tuesday
17, Saturday
21, Wednesday
Week of 24th

Board Meeting Canadian Legion
Member Meeting Canadian Legion
Winter British Knights Page’s Food & Spirits, Farmington

Carlsons/Snyders

Board Meeting Canadian Legion
Member Meeting Canadian Legion
Tech Session Northville, MI
Summer British Knights Local Color Brewery, Novi

Roger Cotting
Carlsons / Snyders

15th Blount British Car Gathering, Townsend, TN
Brunch Run to the River Crab St. Clair
Board Meeting Canadian Legion
Member Meeting Canadian Legion
Spring Tour Spring Arbor
Summer British Knights Bravo Restaurant, Roseville
Drive Your British Car Week!

1, Sunday
NEW! 1, Sunday
3, Tuesday
6-8
7, Saturday
7, Saturday
10, Tuesday
14, Saturday
14, Saturday
18, Wednesday
20-22
22, Sunday
26-29

Orphan Car Show, Ypsilanti
Lake Erie British Car Show at Ft. Meigs, Perrysburg, OH
Board Meeting Canadian Legion
Chemung Canal Trust Historic Races, Watkins Glen
British Car Day, London, Ontario
CEMA Car Show at Walter P Chrysler Museum, Auburn Hills
Member Meeting Canadian Legion
4th Annual Cruisin’ Gratiot, Eastpointe
Mark & Doug’s Wonderful Island Tour Put-in-Bay, OH
Summer British Knights Local Color Brewery, Novi
Sprint Vintage Grand Prix, Mid-Ohio Race Course, OH
“Loud Pants” Golf Open Rochester
VARAC Vintage Festival, Bowmanville,Ontario

1, Tuesday
NEW! 6, Sunday
8, Tuesday
13, Sunday
16, Wednesay
27, Sunday
TBA

Board Meeting Canadian Legion
Mad Dogs & Englishmen, Kalamazoo
Member Meeting Canadian Legion
Larry’s Great Lakes Tour Toledo, OH
Summer British Knights Bravo Restaurant Roseville
7th Annual DTSC Family Picnic & Pool Party St. Heights
Scholz Autofest, Capac, MI

AUGUST

1-3
2, Saturday
5, Tuesday
6-10
9, Saturday
12, Tuesday
16, Saturday
20, Wednesday
22-24
24, Sunday

Meadowbrook Festival Weekend
Wine & Dine at Trackside Waterford Hills Raceway
Board Meeting Canadian Legion
TRF Summer Party & VTR Convention Armagh, PA
WAMBO, Wallaceburg, Ontario (tentative)
Member Meeting Canadian Legion
Woodward Dream Cruise Party at the Watches
Summer British Knights Local Color Brewery, Novi
British Car Triathlon V, Stratton Mountain Inn, Stratton, VT
Larry’s Island Beach Party! Harsen’s Island

2, Tuesday
9, Tuesday
14, Sunday
17, Wednesday
21, Sunday

Board Meeting Canadian Legion
Member Meeting Canadian Legion
21st Annual Battle of the Brits Freedom Hill County Park
Summer British Knights Bravo Restaurant, Roseville
TTC British Car Day, Bronte Provincial Park, Ontario

4-5
5, Sunday
7, Tuesday
14, Tuesday
15, Wednesday
TBA

Michigan British Reliability Run Lower Peninsula, MI
Oakland County Parks Colour Show, Location TBA
Board Meeting Canadian Legion
Member Meeting Canadian Legion
Summer British Knights Bravo Restaurant, Roseville
Fall Colour Tour

NOVEMBER

4, Tuesday
11, Tuesday

Board Meeting Canadian Legion
Member Meeting Canadian Legion

DECEMBER

2, Tuesday
9, Tuesday

Board Meeting Canadian Legion
Member Meeting Canadian Legion

SEPTEMBER

OCTOBER

Events in BOLD are DTSC sponsored events.

Dave Murphy
Bill Goin
Carlsons / Snyders
Dick Arend
Carlsons
Snyders
Snyders
Rollinson / Cook
Carlsons / Snyders
Mike Bilyk
Mike Bilyk / Sue Snyder

Larry & Sue Tomaszycki
Carlsons/Snyders
Snyders

Roger Cotting
Pat Barber
Jim & Sue Watch
Larry & Sye Tomaszycki

Sue Snyder
Carlsons/Snyders
Blake & Lesley Discher

TBA
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Bill & Denise Goin invite you to join
them for a

Spring Tour to

Ye Ole Carriage Shop
Spring Arbor, Michigan
Saturday, May 17th
We’ll depart from the Pizza Hut on
Rawsonville Road, south of I-94, exit
187, at 10am

This year’s British Car Week will take
place from May 24 through June 1, so be sure
to mark your calendars. British Car Week is a
British car “awareness” week. It’s an opportunity for all British car owners to get their cars
out of the garage and on the roads in their part
of the world at the same time, and show them
off to the people who normally don’t get the
chance to enjoy them. A time to create awareness of an automobile that used to be plentiful
on the roads, but are now much less common.
It’s also a great opportunity to get together
with other British car owners in your community, regardless of marque, and display your
cars to the general public. I guarantee you’ll
meet some great people.
There’s no mistaking, British cars of the
past are becoming more and more special with
each passing year for those who are aware of
them. Many of those who aren’t aware, will
soon become much more interested and will
become curious to know more about them.
Partly because they represent a very interesting and exciting time in automotive history. A
time when a body design could be scribbled on
a piece of paper straight from the human brain,
then brought to life by the bare hands of a
skilled panel beater without the use of modern
robotics or computers.
It would truly be a shame for anyone to
miss out on the chance to learn more about
these very interesting machines and how they
came into this world. To many people, these
cars are genuine works of art. They are as much
fun to drive as they are to step back and take a
few moments to appreciate their beauty. In fact,
several years ago the Jaguar XKE was entered
into the Museum of Modern Art in New York
City, and is on permanent display. The Jaguar
was the third automobile in the history of the
museum to have this honor, and the very first
to be permanently displayed there.
Very recently, I had the opportunity to
visit the Chicago Auto Show, representing most
of the new models for this next year. The enthusiastic crowd hovering around the new Mini
was a sure sign that old designs are very much
appreciated today. People of all ages were crawling all over the car, yearning for the chance to
sit in the driver’s seat. You might say there’s no
replacement for the original, but there’s no mistaking that Sir Alec Issigonis’ original design

is what makes the new car so enticing. Other
than a few standouts, there are no modern car
designs that capture my emotions like the British cars of the past.
The old British motoring days of the past
are still fresh in the minds of many I’d guess,
and maybe they’re slightly taken for granted by
those who have been around for a while. But
for those who have never had the chance to
experience the joys of vintage British automobile motoring, it is an opportunity that will not
easily be forgotten.
The thrill of seating ones self onto a bargain sized bucket seat and holding onto a truck
sized steering wheel in the cockpit of a sporty
little car that could be purchased on Wednesday, raced at the track on Sunday, and then
driven to work on Monday is a thrill to behold.
The sound of the rumbling engine that lets you
know that it is a significant part of what you are
about to do. The smell of the hot iron reminds
you that something important is taking place
under the bonnet. The gauges on the facia
are doing things that might disturb the casual
observer, but they are all a part of a great symphony to the seasoned British car owner.
But the best part about these cars is the
drive. The roar of the engine, the wind in your
hair, the sun on your face, and the landscapes
that pass you by. A time to forget about all of
your worldly cares and enjoy something that
reminds you that life is good. There is nothing
timid about these cars, and anyone within a
reasonable distance can’t help but realize one is
present.
If you’re looking for a cushy ride, then
you’ve come to the wrong place. There is no
GPS in case you get yourself lost, no electric
windows in case you’re of the faint hearted,
and no intermittent windscreen wipers, unless
of course you have an electrical problem. The
heater always works best during the hottest
days of the summer, and the electrics may drive
you goofy if you’re not careful. Your clothes
may smell of exhaust fumes, and in many cases
you may have to pull off to the side of the road
and turn off the engine in order to listen to the
radio. That is, if your car even has a radio!
But, be there no mistaking, these treasured automobiles are an extremely exciting
pleasure to own and drive, and as time goes on
they are becoming less known to the common

We’ll proceed through the countryside to Ye Ole Carriage Shop where
we will be the guests of Lloyd and
Judi Ganton.
Their museum contains a Jackson,
Michigan-made automobile, a large
Coca-Cola collection and collectible
toys.
After the tour we will have lunch at
their indoor A&W.
For more information please call
734-692-9970 before 8pm.

Welcome
New Member
Please extend a warm welcome to our
newest member!
Gary & Sandy Lightfoot
2140 Long Leaf Trail
Okemos, MI 48864
517-349-1698, 517-349-0397
indian611@aol.com
1973 TR6 Red

public. If it weren’t for the great efforts of
those who get them out on the roads regularly
every year, they would become long forgotten
by many more. Cheers to those people who
keep them on the roads!
So grab your goggles and driving gloves,
and be sure to top off your dashpots! It’s time
to have some fun!
See you on the road....
Written by Scott Helms,
BritCarWeek@arczip.com

Photos: Top, ©2003 Blake J. Discher; bottom ©2003 Gary Lightfoot

2003 “Drive Your British Car Week” Set
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My First (Four Door) Triumph: 1968 Triumph 2000 Saloon

Photos: ©2003 Blake J. Discher

Bet you can’t guess what, according to
some automotive writers, the best-selling
British car of all time is. It’s the Triumph
2000, along with its several derivatives.
In 14 years, 320,000 of them were built.
Some were better than others, some suffered from reliability problems. But they
were truly Triumphs, not a badge-engineered Rover or Honda, such as the Triumph Acclaim was. They were engineered
at Coventry.

The model, launched very soon after
Leyland took over Standard-Triumph, was
an instant hit. Code-named Barb, the
saloon project was approved in mid-summer 1961, and was revealed at the 1963
Earls Court Motor Show. The body was
designed by Giovanni Michelotti and a
decision was made to make the car a really
refined machine because Triumph’s archrival Rover was also planning to introduce
a model called the 2000 at the same show.
At the time, when similarly classed
cars had cart-spring rear suspensions and
dull styling, the Triumph 2000 boasted
and all-independent suspension system,
rack and pinion steering, sleek styling and
a smooth 2-liter engine. The affordable
vehicle was the darling of the media and
the public.
The original 1964 model was a 4-door
saloon, could go an amazing 95mph, and
could be purchased with an optional Borg-

Warner automatic, or a standard 4-speed
transmission. Overdrive was an available
option. In the fall of 1965, Triumph
announced an Estate (or station wagon)
version of the car. That was the extent of the
offering here in the United
States, in fact, importation
of the car continued for less
than four years with a total
unit sales of just 1,805.
In the autumn of 1968,
Triumph offered the 2.5PI
(petrol injection) variants,
these
having
2,498cc
engines with Lucas fuel
injection. A major change
took place in the autumn
of 1969. The body style
was revised, referred to as
the Mark II. It sported a
long nose and a longer tail,
a completely updated interior. These cars were coded
Innsbruck. (The front end
of the car would later be
used, virtually unchanged,
in the Stag, beginning in
1971.)
In May, 1974, a 2500TC
was launched, effectively a
2.5PI without fuel injection.
The 2.5PI was phased out
in early 1975 and replaced
by the 2500S, which was
simply a boosted version of
the 2500TC, complete with
cast alloy road wheels and
a firmer suspension. In the
Continued on page 10
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Pinewoode Derby: Get out the Graphite and Weights
and as they crossed the fi nish line the carpeting installed on the “new and improved” ramp
to stop them did just that. Unfortunately, it
also flipped them over 180 degrees on their

backsides as well! Brian and Hermann quickly
determined that they would need to position
themselves to catch the cars, and, for a back-up,
to lay several (dry) bar towels on either side of
the ramp in case they fumbled the ball, er…car.
It worked out just as they planned but kept
them both extremely busy for the rest of the
afternoon!
The first competition run was the Family
Division with Aaron Meyer (Winged Wonder)
and Steve Mancuso (TR6) taking first and
second place respectively. Special recognition
goes to Salvatore Mancuso for his quite unique
entry, a Bristol saloon. The awards in this and
all Divisions again this year consisted of a clear
acrylic model display case featuring a special
dash plaque with the event information, Place
of Finish and the Division in which they competed. The other race entries as well as the
spectators in attendance received a participant
dash plaque commemorating the event.
In the Classics Division Jeff Zorn took
First Place with his TR7/Porsche and Lesley
Discher fi nished in Second in a cute, black,
open backed, I mean open wheeled, classic.
Thanks and congratulations also go out to the
other competitors in the division: Brian Sims
(Triumph motorcycle), Steve Calkins (Blue
Wedge) and Mark Uhlig (Illegal Alien).
Next on the agenda was a quick but excellent light lunch put together by the Canadian

Legion’s own Diane Ryan with serving and
preparation help by Laura Walters. The hot
dogs and smoked sausages, buns, baked beans,
chips, pretzels and cookies for dessert were just
enough to take the edge off this always hungry
group without taking lots of time or focus away

from the event itself. Perfect Diane – thanks!!
In the Women’s Division, entrants were:
Julie Derikx (Spitfire & Double Decker bus),
Barb Mynek (Mini), Connie Sims (TR3),
Sharon Simon (TR4), Cathy Pierce (Spitfire),
Maureen Jonker (Jensen Healy), and Marlene
Young (White Wedge). In a very close and
exciting Women’s fi nals, Connie Sims’ TR3,

with our wishes for better luck next year! Jeff
Meyer successfully retained his bragging rights
of Fastest Car in the Club with his victory over
Connie Sims in a battle of TR3’s! Good sports
all, but Jeff…congratulations, your car is now
awarded a display only status. You have to enter
a new car next year!
The fi nal competitions were for the Best
British Car In Show as well as the Best Triumph
In Show as determined by the event volunteers
(Dan, Hermann & Jeff) and organizers (Brian
& Terry). The Best In Show award went to Bob
Mynek’s beautiful, classic MG Magnette. His
way cool, but way slow, Lotus 23 was a very
close second in a tough decision by the judges.
The Best Triumph was also a hard decision for
the judges, and for a while, a tie between two
of the entries couldn’t appear to be broken.
Finally, the creativity demonstrated again this
year with Miss Piggy as the driver of her
superbly detailed yellow Spitfire earned Julie

coming from the “losers bracket”, needed to
beat Marlene’s then undefeated Wedge twice in
order to win the Division. For the first time
in the two years we have had the competition,
Connie did just that and earned First Place! A
hard earned and deserved Second Place went to
Marlene!
Men’s Division competitors were: Dan
Campana (TR3), Jeff Meyer (TR3), Wayne
Larose (Mini & Land Rover), Terry Walters
(E type Jaguar), Mile Bilyk (GT6), Bob Mynek

(MG Magnette & Lotus 23), Roger Cotting
(TR8 & Bug-eye Sprite), Len Norris (TR7),
Steve Calkins (TR3), Mike Simon (TR4), John
Corriveau (Spitfire), Bob Young (TR7), and
Jeff Zorn (TR7). In the Finals, Jeff Meyer
took First Place and become the only repeat
winner from last year by
defeating Roger Cotting who
took Second Place.
Two remaining races
were held to establish the
Slowest Men’s Car - the Try,
Try Again Award (TTA) and
the Fastest Car in the Club
- the Men’s Division winner
vs. the Women’s Division
winner.
Bob Mynek’s
excellently constructed and
detailed (but slow) Lotus 23
won the TTA Award trophy
case and new model kit along

“Double Decker Bus” Derikx the Best Triumph
Award.
If you’d enjoy seeing a wide array of
British racing and touring iron such as MG,
Lotus, Land Rover, Austin Healy, Jaguar, Mini
Cooper, Jensen Healy, Bristol, and of course
many of the Triumph models, traveling at over
260 miles per hour (based on 1/24th scale),
why not plan on coming to next year’s event?
Once again, it’s a great way to spend a cold
winter afternoon with friends! Still lots of
marques that haven’t been attempted yet and
the speed records set can easily be broken…legally. Why not get started now on creating an
entry for next year, there’s still too much snow
to get the LBC’s out!
Written by Terry Walters

Photos: ©2003 Blake J. Discher
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Some of the Beautifully
Detailed Pinewoode Cars
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SPRING TECH SESSION
at the Cottings

Saturday, April 12th
10am - 6pm

Julie Derikx

Bob Mynek

Bob Mynek

Featuring:
Dismantling an Axle
Continuing Education in Restoring Cars
Replacing Tie Rod Ends
Rog and Ray will be providing late lunch and beverages.
Bring a dish to pass if you wish.
56050 Eight Mile Road, Lyon Township, MI
248-486-6087

Jeff Zorn

Photos: ©2003 Blake J. Discher

Lesley Discher

Wayne Larose

Winner’s Circle
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From England: Driving ‘Canley Girl’ to Get a ‘Jar’ of Beer
By John Macartney
(Dedicated to DTSC member Chris Holbrook
- in celebrated memory of many alcoholic sessions in a British pub that resulted in him
being ‘carried out’ more frequently than me!)
The demise of the ubiquitous dimpled
glass beer mug in British pubs is to be much
deplored.
This is as much an invasion of our drinking liberty as formative plans for changing the
rule of the road from left to right and the
continuing unjustified use of breathalysers on
innocent automobilists.
No longer are we asked when placing the
beer order, “d’you want it in a glass or a jar?”
You get it in a glass - period.
And it’s strange how coincidences like this
arise, because only this week, I returned to a
pub I had known in my youth that worshipped
under the name of “The Blue Lias” - and still
does.
The sign hanging outside it, suggests a
Lias is a relative of the dinosaur and whether
one was ever found on or near the site of this
hostelry, I continue to remain in ignorance.
But I went to the Lias as a sort of pilgrimage to times past.
With ‘Canley Girl’ (my Triumph 2.5PI)
now in a respectable shade of newly painted
Sienna and with all six pots thumping away
(most) of the time, this means I can now pay
visits to various places I knew well of yore.
Moreover, I visited them more than thirty
years ago in other Triumphs that I owned or
was breaking in for their future owners at the
time. A certain young Holbrook did the same,
though his arrivals were usually sideways into
the car park - his then plentiful (black) hair
around his (then innocent) young face, like a
swarm of migrating bees.
It has to be said that in the wake of what
some may refer to as ‘progress,’ the Lias is not
what it was. As an aside, I think it’s worth
mentioning that Wednesday night, co-ordinated by Bob Hester, is no longer “Standard
Triumph Slapper Night.” For those unfamiliar
with such terms, Slapper Night was on Wednesdays because Saturday night heralded (no pun)
the prospect, if not promise, of better things.
But back to the Lias.
It’s still alongside the canal between the
two locks, but the interior has changed out of
all recognition. So too, has the former Landlord and his common law wife - and this unique
duo, surely now long dead, gave the Lias it’s
USP - its Unique Selling Point.
That’s why it was so popular with many
Standard-Triumph employees, especially those
from the Sales Training School. My very good
friend, Bob Hester, who ran all the sales training courses liked to use the Lias as an example
that certain accepted theories in the maintenance of good sales techniques and customer
retention initiatives were really nothing more
than a waste of time.
Bob maintained you could still run a busi-

ness, with varying degrees of success, if you
threw these concepts to the winds and substituted them for those used at ‘The Lias.’
Sandy and Joan - for such were their
names who ran the Lias, only regarded you as
a ‘regular’ when they had been as rude as they
could be to their valued and some might argue,
none too frequent customers. They would only
progressively relent in their insults when they
realised that people returned to their hostelry
because the quality of the beer far outweighed
the tributes that were paid to them for their
patronage.
All in all, Bob’s theories were an interesting angle on maintaining good customer
relations - albeit somewhat risky in their appli-

cation. Sandy - the landlord, had been an aircraft test pilot in an earlier life and perhaps
understandably, the walls of the Lias were hung
with many framed photographs and paintings
of aircraft that had come under his control
during that earlier life.
Additionally, Sandy’s physical condition
at any time during a 24 hour period, was fairly
constant. Mostly, he suffered from continuous
alcoholic paralysis (at which time he was at
his rudest) to being fairly strongly ‘under the
influence’ - and with a splitting headache.
For her part, Joan was never seen after
about 8.15pm. Joan was, without any doubt
whatsoever, a class act. She was reputed to be
of high breeding, certainly spoke in such a
way and possessed an amazing ability to tell
anyone what she thought about them in the
most candid of terms, though rarely cordial and she never repeated herself.
She was a darling - and in spite of all the
verbal lashings that left her lips, she had a heart
of pure gold, once she got to know you.
Joan was an eighty cigarettes a day lady,
kept an open bottle of whisky by her cooker in
the kitchen while she prepared meals - and she
had a voice that wasn’t too far removed from a
truck gearbox full of 150W oil having its gears

crashed.
If you wanted to eat at The Lias, it was
wise to go at lunchtime.
Pangs of hunger later in the day would
go uncomforted as whisky paralysis on Joan’s
part, normally set in from the early afternoon.
Eventually, she would be incapable of doing
anything by eight in the evening - but went
through the motions of keeping the kitchen
open so the food licence was not revoked.

Joan was, without any
doubt whatsoever, a
class act...
Patrons were left in no doubt that meals
were no longer available from about 7.45pm
onwards. At about this time, Joan would stagger into the bar and carefully prop herself
against the timber frame of this ancient building. Then, with a cigarette dangling from the
corner of her mouth and in more than slurred
tones she would address her spouse.
“Sandy, you old bastard? If anyone turns
up now wanting to eat, you can tell them to
**** orf because I’m p****d and I’m going to
bed.”
With that statement, she would slowly
turn, focus with difficulty on whatever met her
gaze - and stagger upstairs.
This left Sandy in total control of the
establishment and usually by that time, he was
rarely in a better condition than Joan - but he
soldiered on.
One evening, after Joan had put up her
culinary shutters and Sandy was being held vertical between two inverted jumbo-sized bottles
of whisky with their optics on the bar behind
him, a lady customer saw a mouse.
“AAAAAHHHHHH! A mouse! Landlord,
there’s a mouse in here! It ran along the shelf
behind you!”
Sandy raised an eyebrow and looked in
her direction with some difficulty.
“Did it?”
“It certainly did! Vermin - and in a pub,
too! How on earth can you put up with that?”
Sandy pondered the question at some
length and taking a deep breath replied, “Well,
I can.”
“You can?” the woman demanded in
amazement?
Sandy’s reply was what can best be defined
as a considered one - even if it was very slurred
and even slower in its delivery.
“Yes, Madam, I can. Because that mouse
- that_remarkable_ (hic) _little_mouse, is
almost a unique asset to this business. That
mouse madam, is a ‘regular’ here which is more
than can be said for you and your husband. I
presume he is your husband, because I’ve never
heard anyone nag a man more than you’ve been
doing for the last half hour - and in MY pub!”
Having made this pronouncement, SanContinued on next page
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From England: In Praise of ‘Jars’ and Things as They Were
Frem previous page
dy’s legs slowly collapsed beneath him and he
fell down the full length of the cellar steps.
That in itself was not too unusual, as Sandy
usually did this on most days - but that little
incident went down in history of being one of
his more polite days.
But back to the glasses with the dimples.
Sandy and Joan decided (or were persuaded by a sales person) that it would be a
thunderingly good idea if they installed a fruit
machine in the hallway, just inside the main
entrance.
In this location, it was entirely out of sight
from the bar - and that suited them fine. Both
were resistant to modern trends.
We ‘regulars’ awaited the arrival of this
machine and upon its delivery a week later,
many of us tried it out.
It wasn’t there for very long and Sandy

Sandy was being held
vertical between two
bottles of whisky...
determined it had probably been stolen.
Not especially worried about this because
he hadn’t wanted it in the first place, a police
report was completed, a ‘regular’ completed an
insurance claim form to which Sandy appended
a more than slurred signature. Rather sooner
than he expected and a lot sooner than many of
us thought, a cheque in full settlement arrived
in the mail.
One evening after Joan had said ‘goodnight’ in her customary way, Sandy and I were
having an animated (I think it was animated)
conversation about life in general - and specifics in particular. Neither of us were in the
best of sober health but some thirty years later,
I think it was a meaningful discussion and
it definitely concentrated on the curious issue
of vanishing beer mugs - the glass ones, with
dimples in them. Sandy was more than worried at the costs he was incurring in providing
new glasses when previously, his glasses stock
had remained almost constant throughout the
year.
That night, he again fell down the cellar
steps and those of us who were left in the Lias,
helped him to lock up before the police arrived,
asking meaningful questions about drinking
in licenced premises long after closing time.
I saw Sandy again a week later.
“Ah, dear boy. I’ve found the glasses.”
“Oh, really? Where were they?”
“Well, old chap, it was my geese that did it.
The other morning, they were making the most
terrible racket and they only do this when they
can’t have their morning swim in the canal.
Somehow, I staggered downstairs and went out
to see what was ailing them, only to discover
that during the night, some loon had left a lock
sluice open and had drained the canal. Bless my
soul, the damned thing was completely empty.

If that wasn’t enough, in the canal bottom were
no less than 475 pint glasses - and the fruit
machine!”
As I said at the beginning, I went back to
The Lias this week - and in my Triumph.
But it’s changed beyond recognition.
Sandy and Joan are no longer there, the
canal is full of water and narrow boats are tied
to the mooring rings. The building is painted
a dazzling white, hanging baskets of summer
flowers are almost ripping off the roof through
their combined weight - and it’s all rather
twee.
Worst of all, beer is now sold only in a
long tall glass.
What may have happened to the mouse
is anyone’s guess, but I suspect he is now high
above the clouds and lashing a harp with his
tail.
My one regret is this.
Upon entering The Blue Lias and placing
my order, all I received in return was a television smile, too much false courtesy and endless
assurances that “I was welcome.”
Times have obviously changed - and in
my humble opinion, very much for the worse!
If only the greeting I received had been
along the lines of, “Oh my god - it’s you again!
Why the hell can’t you b****r off and leave me
alone?”

Now that would be nice to hear and I
would know that as a ‘regular,’ I had come
home to MY pub - dimpled glasses et al.
Is this what people mean when they talk
of “progress towards a better future?”
If it is, I weep like a child for the past
and am resolute in my decision that my Triumph and I must seek out alternative distractions for what is left of another curious English
summer.
This is simply because the Triumph and
I are as out of date and as out of step with
modern conventions as we can possibly be and a return to Square One is long overdue. I
leave you to make your own decisions whether
the same can be said of Chris Holbrook. The
only difference today is young drivers who
incline to make dramatic ‘starts’ with a ‘bit of
totty’ in the passenger seat, now have to depend
mostly on front wheel drive, electric windows,
power steering and a steel roof.
Mr. Holbrook never had that problem at
the Lias - the skid marks are still there to prove
it and I venture to feel the aromas of an overheated Laycock clutch and burning disc pad
asbestos still lurks beneath the canal bridge.
And the ‘totty’ in a white Vitesse or a
green TR5 hardtop
Ah - that would be telling!

DTSC “Most Driven Member” Entry Form
Once again, members of the DTSC will be comparing how much they actually drive their British sports cars during
the year. We encourage all members to drive their British cars and to register to enter the “Most Driven Member”
competition. This is a friendly game to earn bragging rights for the Year-End Party and one that we hope will
encourage all DTSC members to get out and drive their cars.
To enter the “Most Driven Member” competition, provide the following information:
Member_____________________________________________________________
Navigator____________________________________________________________
Address______________________________________________________________
City______________________State/Province______Zip/Postal Code___________
E-mail address________________________ Phone__________________________
British vehicles I wish to enter: (please include year, marque, model and color)
1. __________________________________April 1st odometer:_________________
2. __________________________________April 1st odometer:_________________
3. __________________________________April 1st odometer:_________________
4. __________________________________April 1st odometer:_________________
Email or give to: John Uloth, 4822 Grange Hall Rd., Holly, MI 48442. Phone: 248-634-7715, email: juloth@tir.com.
You may also give the information to any club board member or officer.
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British Car Magazine
Sold, Folded into Another
Motorsport Marketing, Inc., publishers of
Grassroots Motorsports, has announced their
purchase of British Car Magazine. British Car
will be relaunched this spring as Classic Autosport, with British Car’s Gary Anderson as
editor.
Classic Autosport magazine will offer classic car enthusiasts more depth in its technical
coverage and a wider range of classc performance automobile coverage; British, as well as
European, American, and others.
Classic Autosport will be all-color, perfectbound and will start with at least 100 pages.
From his office in Los Altos, California,
Gary Anderson, editor and publisher of British
Car Magazine since 1996 said, “I’m really looking forward to editing the new magazine. With
the strong technical and publishing resources
of Motorsport Marketing, we’ll be able to provide more detailed information on our favorite
British cars while covering the other marques
that were so much a part of the sports car
hobby as we knew it in the fifties, sixties, and
seventies.”
The expanded magazine will give British
Car readers more tech features, emphasizing
ways to improve reliability, safety, and performance of classic cars. In addition, Classic Autosport will be building its own project cars like
those that Grassroots Motorsports is famous for
building. Classic car meets and vintage racing
coverage will be expanded. All of this will be
added while the magazine will still maintain
the enthusiasm for classic cars that British Car
readers have come to expect.
The first project cars planned for the new
publication include an MG Midget and Porsche
911, while the magazine will also campaign a
pair of vintage racers: publisher Tim Suddard
will continue to run his Triumph TR3 at East
Coast events, while editor Gary Anderson will
campaign an MGA on the West Coast.
The April/May issue of British Car will be
the last one to carry the old name and logo.
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My First Triumph
From page 5
summer of 1977, the line was completely discontinued.
Lesley and I seriously fell in love with the
Triumph saloons after our visit to London
with the club last year. There were examples
of the Dolomite, Herald, and Vitesse cars at
the British Motor Heritage Trust Museum in
Gaydon. When we boarded the bus, John
Macartney’s 2500S, was parked along side us,
and we decided we’d look for a saloon.
We found this one for sale at the Bronte
Park show near Toronto this past fall. A big
thank you to Wayne Larose for helping me pick
it up and get it into the States. It’s in decent
shape and we’re redoing the carpets over the
off season. We can’t wait to drive it this year.
Wittten by Blake J. Discher

Original Triumph 2000, 1963-1969

Engine: overhead valve six-cylinder, with four bearing crankshaft, in cast-iron cylinder block. Valves operated by pushrods
and rockers from camshaft in side of cylinder block. Cast iron
cylinder head, two valves per cylinder, and two Zenith Stromberg carburetors. Bore and stroke 74.7 x 76mm, 1998cc,
90bhp at 5,000rpm. Peak torque 100lb ft at 2900rpm.
Transmission: 4-speed all synchromesh manual gearbox,
with remote control change, plus optional Laycock overdrive
on top and third gears. From mid-1964, optional Borg-Warner
automatic transmission. Hypoid bevel final drive, 4.1:1 with
manual transmission, 3.7:1 with automatic transmission.
Suspension: Independent front, coil springs, MacPherson
struts; independent rear, coil springs, semi-trailing arms, telescopic dampers.
Steering: Rack and pinion, no power assistance.
Brakes: Lockheed hydraulic, disc front, drum rear. Vacuum
servo assistance.
Wheels: Pressed steel disc, with four stud fixing, and 5.0in
rims. 6.50x13in crossply tires.
Bodywork: Unit construction pressed steel body/chassis
unit, in four-door saloon or five-door estate car styles. Length:
14ft 5.75in. Unladen weight (saloon) 2575lb; (estate)
2690lb.
Performance: Maximum speed 93mph (in overdrive).
0-60mph 14.1sec. Fuel consumption 24.5mpg.
Production: 113,157 saloons; 7,488 estate cars.
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The British Return to Fort Meigs

Mark your calendars for Sunday, June 1st,
and plan a trip to Ohio.
The Lake Erie British Car Club is again
sponsoring their annual car show held on the
grounds of this historic fort in Perrysburg,
Ohio, on the banks of the Maumee River. This
year’s show, the fifth, is planned to be bigger
and better than ever.
Little British Cars from throughout the
region will be attending this ever-growing
event. Highlights of the day will include goodie
bags and dash plaques for the first 125 registrations, door prizes, a silent auction, a 50/50
raffle, a caricature artist to draw you and/or
your car, food and automotive vendors, and
some special fun events for participants. There
will be a new award this year, “The Fort’s
Choice,” selected by the Ohio Historical Society, as well as trophies to be awarded based on
popular vote.
The Ohio Historical Society has completed their restoration work on the fort and

Winter
British
Knights

blockhouses. In addition, the new Visitors’
Center, which includes a museum and bookshop, will open this spring. Visitors will have
the opportunity to learn of the importance of
the fort in the War of 1812 and in the protection of the Northwest Territories for the United
States.
The Show will be from 10am to 3pm, with
registration until noon. The Fort is located on
State Route 65, conveniently near US 23, I-75,
and the Ohio Turnpike. Pre-registration is $10
and is open until May 15th. Registration at the
gate will be $12. Those wishing to travel on Saturday will fi nd special room rates for this event
at the Best Western Inn in Perrysburg. Call
419-874-9181 for reservations by May 15th.
To receive further information about
the show or to request registration information, please contact Stan & Carol Fingerhut
at
419-855-8567
or
email
lakeeriebritishnews@att.net.
Written by Stan Fingerhut

DTSC Participation Points Summary
Anderson, Mark
Anderson, Terri
Bammel, Walt
Barber, Pat
Barber, Tamara
Bilyk, Mike
Branch, Jeff
Bush, Barb
Bush, Geoffrey
Bush, Larry
Calkins, Peg
Calkins, Steve
Campana, Dan
Carlson, Dave
Carlson, Laurie
Clark, Ron
Cook, Doug
Corriveau, John
Cotting, Roger
Cox, Carolynn
Cox, Jim
Dawe, Paul
Day, Lori
Derikx,
From Julie
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Discher, Blake
Discher, Lesley
Flaherty, Charles
Flaherty, Norma
Fuller, Jack
Fuller, Nancy
Gietzen, Janie
Gietzen, Norm
Goin, Bill

3
3
3
25
15
16
6
3
3
3
9
16
36
6
9
3
3
4
16
3
3
3
3
10
47
7
17
3
3
3
6
6
3

Guibord, Robyn
Holbrook, Chris
Hummer, Herb
Jonker, Dave
Jonker, Maureen
Knight, Jim
Kyte, David
Lambert, Carol
Lambert, Charles
Larose, Wayne
Laskos, Linda
Lawton, Al
LeSage, Bob
Lightfoot, Gary
Mackenzie, Darcy
Mackenzie, Fraser
Mancuso, Paulette
Mancuso, Salvatore
Mancuso, Stephen
Meyer, Jayme
Meyer, Jeff
Murphy, Dave
Mynek, Barbara
Mynek, Robert
Norris, Alice
Norris, Leonard
Northcutt, Ken
Osen, Bob
Osen, Karen
Owsinksi, Bob
Pardonnet, Judy
Pardonnet, Ken
Pierce, Cathy

6
14
3
12
13
6
3
3
3
13
6
3
12
3
3
6
8
5
8
3
7
3
7
7
6
7
6
6
6
3
9
9
4

Reiner, Alan
Reiner, Charles
Reiner, Karen
Reinowski, David
Schaller, Hermann
Schaller, Jeri
Sheets, Alan
Simon, Mike
Simon, Sharon
Sims, Brian
Sims, Connie
Smigelski, Dale
Snyder, Dave
Snyder, Jaimie
Snyder, Sue
Stevenson, Elizabeth
Tomaszycki, Larry
Truett, Richard
Uligh, Mark
Uloth, Carol
Uloth, John
Walters, Laura
Walters, Terry
Watch, Jim
Watch, Sue
Weller, Greg
Wilkinson, Mike
Young, Bob
Young, Marlene
Zachel, Kathy
Zorn, Jan
Zorn, Jeff
– As compiled by Jim & Sue Watch

3
3
3
3
3
3
12
13
20
22
13
6
27
6
27
6
10
14
4
6
6
6
22
15
12
4
3
4
4
3
11
23

A series of British-only Car
Cruise-in nights to be held on the
third Wednesday of each month
through March, 2003. Evenings,
from 6:30pm until whenever.
All British car clubs and owners are
cordially invited to join the Detroit Triumph Sportscar Club in enjoying these
summer evenings in the company of
fellow British car enthusiasts, while
also enjoying great food and spirits.

LAST WINTER
GATHERING,
HURRY SPRING!
March:
Page’s Food & Spirits
23621 Farmington Road, Farmington
248-477-0099
For more information contact Dave & Laurie Carlson:
davida49@aol.com 248-426-0124, or Sue Snyder:
snydleydog@yahoo.com 586-979-4875.

For Sale and
Items Wanted
For sale: Clean used J-Type Overdrive gearbox
for TR6. Was working when pulled from a car
with 72,000 miles. Comes complete with solenoid.
Fits 73-76 TRs. $1,000 or best offer, Richard
248-336-0340.
Triumph TR 2-8, Spitfire, GT6, Stag, Herald,
Vitesse & TR10 PARTS. Call Ed at 248-828-8243
or email needs to trispare@aol.com
For Sale and Items Wanted ads are published
in the DTSC Review as a free service for our
members and others with items of interest to
our members. Ads are printed for three consecutive issues or the editor’s whim, taste and
fancy unless a longer duration is requested.
Send info to review@detroittriumph.org.

Due to space limitations,
February
Board Meeting
minutes are available
online at:
www.detroittriumph.org

(586) 786-1187

Detroit Triumph Sportscar Club
1363 East Fisher Freeway, Suite 8
Detroit, MI 48207
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Are you reading The
Review on the first of
each month?

Your friends are!
Read it online at:
www.detroittriumph.org

FIRST CLASS MAIL

